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1, Mr. Ribiere inquired as to our activities la conaeetion with 
Albania. He stated that he wished to be perfectly trunk and let me know 
exactly what he had been able to learn about American activities via a via 
Albania, expressing that it was a bit unpleasant for hi* to do so in view 
of the understanding he thought he had reached with as daring hie visit to 
Washington last Hovember* He etated that this was all the nor# unpleasant 
to him since ho had cone away from his meeting with Hr* Manor and that the 
latter wished to develop really close cooperation with the French Services. 

I interjected with the statement that he already had received mom informa- 
tion fro® OPC represent stives in connection with the Albanian Committee and 
that, while 1 wae not aware of what he had learned with regard to activities 
involving Albania, I coold assure him that our plans on this subject, as 
indeed in the esse of the other oMG&ti t y groups, had developed disappoint- 
ingly slowly, and one of the items on ay agenda today was to bring him up 
to date on this subject. 



2. Hr. Ribiere then stated that the first contact ho had had with an 
American official on the subject of Albania was last July whan fas had been 
approached by OPC representatives and his assistance sought in procuring 
French vises for travel of certain Albanian Rationalists who were involved 
in the formation of an Albanian Rational Committee. He said that this was 
the only American contact he had had* On the other hand, he had been to 
London, to Rome, and to Greece since that time* He had, as 1 most know, 
intimate relations with the Italian Secret Services, which relationship re- 
sulted in his receiving very full intelligence information from that 
countoy. Ha dwelt briefly upon his excellent Italian connections, which was 
unnecessary, as I know he has them. He told m that he had learned, from 
the Italians* a rather complete story of the negotiations during the 
£ ^ 3 and ** wa ® •lao informed, even unto the dates 

of the dispatch at intelligence teams into Albania* At this point I 
consented that of course he meant Italian intelligence teams which, as he 
knew, the Italian Kaval Intelligence had allegedly organised* He said, 

"Ho, I mean EM.tiah-Amerlcan teams* I mean teams organised by British 
Americans. * I said that of course there were a number of foreign powers 
which had dispatched intelligence teams into Albania, even into Greece, but 
that I did not want to go into detail on this particular subject for the 
reason that I did not concern myself with intelligence matters. He then 
went on, with determination, to explain that the Greeks had also advised 
him of a Brltiab-Ameriean operation involving Albania, and had rather com- 
plained of the lack of full coordination on the part of the Britiata- 
American authorities. He etated that on his last trip to London the British 
had acknowledged their operations vis a vis Albania, which, from the remarks 
he made on this subject, I gathered to more or less cover the operation 
VALUABLE phase of the FIEHD plan. Then ensued what to me was the most 
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i arresting pert of the conversation on this subject, because Mr. 

Ribiera dwelt at some length on real British concern about any ops rat lone 
involving Albania because of the very delicate situation at present pre- 
vailing in Togoalavia. 1 gathered from his rosaries that his British 
opposite number is not at all convinced that Operation FIESD is a feasible 
plan, and indeed at one point of the conversation indicated to Ribiera 
that he would not be at all surprised If it should be desirable in the 
near future to curtail ell intelligence operations. In this connection men- 
tion was made of the Tito Albanians in the Kossovo Area. 

3. I thought it best to explain to Mr. Ribiere OPC’s role in connec- 
tion with Albania from the very beginning. I therefore reminded him of our 
query last Jfovember in Washington with regard to Albania. I stated that we 
were most grateful to him and to his compatriots in the French Foreign 
Office for such vital information provided with regard to Albania since last 
Nov on bar. I said that, aa ha well knew, many people felt that this might 
be the appropriate time to undertake operations in Albania whieh might result 
in a charge of regime* Since, however* the development of the nwnnn f»wi^ 
Tito dispute had made the situation in that area most delicate, there was a 
very definite reluctance to undertake any operation which might bring about 
disaster. 1 said that it was primarily in accordance with our general pro- 
gram concerning emigre groups in exile, with which he was fully familiar, 
that we had undertaken to form the Albanian Rational Council. I further 
stated that this might probably be considered aa phase one of our entire 
plan with regard not only to Albania but also to the other Iron Curtain 
countries, I went on to say that the depositing of intelligence teams in 
Albania was a routine matter for Intelligence Services, that I regretted I 
was not in a position to give him details on any American activity in this 
respect for the reason that 1 did not concern myself with intelligence 
matters, that I would undertake, however, should be interested, to 
ascertain what the situation was in this respect. 1 then stated that there 
would come, perhaps— and the perhaps was a very big one indeed, for obvious 
reasons — a time whan it might be desirable to attempt a coup d'etat in 
Albania. Such undertaking would require the most careful study and con- 
sideration not only by the Services people but also it would require the ap- 
proval of the American national Military establishment (Joint Chiefs of 
Staff) and the Department of State. It would further require the moat care- 
ful diplomatic preparation involving several countries including France. 

I could assure him that while this subject had been disciaaed on many 
occasions and at great length, no definite decision had yet bean made with 
regard to effecting an overthrow of the Hoxha regime in Albania. I said 
in this connection that I had frequently wished that he had a properly 
accredited representative in Washington to discuss such matters on his be- 
half, as there certainly was nothing with regard to any project pertaining 
to Albania which we would desire to withhold from him. Indeed, the French, 
because of the presence of their diplomatic mission in Wm n Mi , and for 
other reasons, had a vary i^ortant contribution to make in the event that 
any such project was undertaken. I stated further that when we began to 
give this project more serious consideration— and I thought this stage would 
be reached in the very near future— we would have Mr. Ribiere approached 
by competent British and American OPC representatives who would acquaint 
him with our intentions in this matter. 
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U* Mr* Bibles* thanked m for this wqplanatLcm and said that It 
would not be neceeeary for as to go to the t rouble of ascertaining what 
ifltalligsnoa activities has been undertaken in Albania by mar people, that 
ha fait he ma adequately informed on this subject, thanks to h£o British, 
Italian* and Greek connections, and that her would look fw^fd to beii^ 
spnroaohed in the event that a decision is made to proceed with e serious 
plan for the overt trow of the ikucha region in Albania . He then volunteered 
the inforaation, which 1 tad alree# toard from our /J, that 

French lnfozmation indicated that Kaxha was very anxious to enter into 
contact with properly qualified 'Western rcpreeantetlvse* 1 asked hits whether 
be had received a definite confirmation of this report, and ha stated thet 
as jot he had received no reply to Mis further query on this point* 
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[3 7 X have 0 Mk» Into this question we dicouaeod, We 

an tnn that Ke is y w y considerably informed on this situation* 

C j* * "+ 

Q 3 no certainly concur that ho should be told* 

C 3} Tea* 



C J oat of our people was there recently and was questioned eery 
heavily end very closely on this situation* 



^ 3 88 rather pessed over the second phase* 

(3 jYee* I understand* 

C J *• was at course alreat^r infonsed on the first phase* X did 
tint ay self ease time ago* this chap passed over the second phase and 
said he was not concerned witfo m ueh matters* He thed went on and said 
this was obviously a qaestic^efestadt consideration* 

t 

C 7] Ho decision had yet been made on li # which is technically 
tens* - 1 

C, 3 QttW ** 

O 7 when a decision was made obvioudly it would rttjilre greet 
diplomatic preparations end h* would be approached by bath ours elves 
and the British on ths natter* 



C-‘~Q Mjr understanding is that X can tcO.1 him that you agree to 
inform nia that the thing is in ths exploratory stage and 4r the 
results of that stags Are/w» dll expand the scope of the whole thing 
and bring him in on it* good 
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(3 1 That would b« a little further than we would go. Than 
It a sanantiMab to trine him In td full participation which wo «• 
not prepared to oaks at thla tima* 

C Js* are observing the results of the exploratory stage awl 
our xutuxe aetions will be dictated tar the nature of euah results and 
just leave the question of his participation vague? 

C_J That will give jour non the opportunity, ae we say. te 
got himself off the hook with regard to the phase 2 stage in the beet 
any possible* 

C 0 There is another point* Do you knew Dan whs recently went 
over? 

C 3 ■* 

0 3 He went primarily in the A&airal'e inberebts* 

Q ^ Qk t ym , I to 1amh 

r Is he briefed on this? 

CD*- 

(3-3 Should he coordinate his story with ay eon? 

Cl "3) Ho, He is from the other aide of the house* There is 
another xteo, the final statement you reeeiged to the effeet he had 
been told a proposal would be forthcoming, 

O 1 — 

C 3} I talked with a chap who dined with him aai It works a hit 
the other way and this is in fast the proposal and our peoplo (Bob) 
do want this information given to the other (bap* 

C 3? This is a question which must be thought in advsaeo, haw 
he is to eomnsnt* Thank you. 



